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in* The army attacked boldly, routed the French
at Therouenne and Tournai, capturing both
cities. Simultaneously came the news of the
bloody battle of Flodden, an even greater victory
against the Scots which cost their King, James
IV, his life. The double event proved the salva-
tion of England in the eyes of Europe. Had the
two victories not coincided, the psychological
effect would not have been so dramatic ; but
England's sudden death-blow to the two enemies
who might so easily have crushed her geographic-
ally between them caused a sensation ; and the
prestige which the country gained from the event,
as well as the subsequent policy of which it was
the foundation, raised England from a third-rate
to a first-rate Power in the Continent.

Wolsey and the King reaped the full harvest of
their victory ; and all the beastliness of their age
was displayed in the fruits of it. At Maximilian's
behest, Therouenne was razed to the ground, as
an example of how rebels should be treated ; but
Tournai, being of some value, was preserved. By
leave of the Pope, Wolsey was appointed its
bishop ; and no incident could give us a better
glimpse of the moral chaos of Church and State
in that day than the spectacle of a priest being
raised to a bishopric as the result of a military
campaign which he had organised. Wolsey was
delighted with his new position ; and Henry, who
had no notion whatever of strategy or foreign
Dolicv, recognised in Wolsey a genius with whom